THE    ISLAND    WORLD
they were attacked by the natives with slings and
stones. A similar occurrence took place when
Dampier, at a later period, visited New Britain;
from being thus assailed by the inhabitants, he
called the spot Slinger's Bay.
Portions of the eastern coast of New Guinea were
examined by Dampier in the year 1700. He de-
scribes that part of the country as being mountain-
ous and woody, full of rich valleys and pleasant
fresh-water rivulets. The inhabitants he found
everywhere treacherous, and on landing to obtain
wood and water was obliged, on several occasions,
to fire at them. Dampier describes an active volcano
on an island close to the north-eastern shore, "which
island all night vomited fire and smoke very amaz-
ingly; and at every belch we heard a dreadful noise
like thunder, and saw a flame of fire after it, the
most terrifying that I ever saw: and then might be
seen a great stream of fire running down to the foot
of the island, even to the seashore." This volcano
lies in latitude 5 deg. 33 min, S., 332 miles west of
Cape St. George.
Seventy years after the explorations of Dampier,
our great navigator, Captain Cook, when passing
through Torres Straits, landed on the coast of New
Guinea, along with Sir Joseph Banks and Dr. Solan-
der. No sooner had they waded ashore, than the
natives came running out of the woods, shouting
in the most violent manner. They threw lances at
them, and "something out of their hands, which
flew on one side of them, burning in the same man-
ner as gunpowder." Captain Cook and his com-
panions, having been compelled to discharge their
muskets at them, they retreated, letting off their
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